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the like-minded nobility.   The fourteen festivals of Persia also
came to be celebrated with a show of considerable enthusiasm.
The easy-to-understand enunciations of Meharji brought into
full play the innate pro-Persia proclivities of Akbar. Meharji died
in 1591. Thereafter, his son came to the court more than once.
His abilities were, however, limited. According to Abul Fazl, he
lacked the vision and warmth of his father. Nevertheless, the
Emperor treated him with kindness and respect; a heritable jagir
of two hundred bighas of land was given to him for maintenance.
Hindu theories of the karma and transmigration of soul fascina-
ted Akbar. The two Brahmin priests, Purshottam Das and Devi
Prasad explained to him at length the mysteries of the soul and
life after death as enunciated in the Vedas and the Upanishads;
they worked hard, so much so that Devi Prasad had often to be
pulled up the wall on a charpoy to the side of the balcony where
the Emperor slept at night iu the summer; there, perched precari-
ously, he would continue his explanations till the Emperor dozed
off for a couple of hours* sleep. One night, a violent dust-storm hit
Fatehpur all of a sudden, the priest's cot swung alarmingly in mid-
air and Akbar, sensing danger, pulled up the half-naked Brahmin
to the balcony. The ladies and their attendants, dressed exoticaliy
in the finest muslins from Gujarat and Bengal, scampered quickly
away to their quarters. Akbar and Devi Prasad stayed on at the
balcony till the rain came; then they repaired to the library and
kept on examining God and His manifestations from different
angles for the remaining part of the night. It was not unoften
that Akbar went without sleep when engaged in the exciting
exercise of probing the heavens and the earth for answers to
problems that aroused his curiosity.
The Hindu religious ceremonies caught his fancy; on festival
days like Dussehra, Diwali and Raksha-Bandhan he would appear
in public wearing the sacred thread and bedecked with tilaks of
varied colours on his forehead. When his mother died in 1604,.
he shaved off the hair of his head and participated in the tradi-
tional yagya ceremonies to bring solace to the soul of the decea-
sed.
Before he was twenty, Akbar had abolished the practice of
enslaving prisoners-of war and converting them to Islam. Jizya
was not only lawful but sacrosanct in the eyes of Muslim divines.
Akbar saw the inequity of this levy, and abrogated it in 1564